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FAMILY FUN CENTER FEATURE

Sugar Grove

—amily -

—unN Center

Go-Karts Galore and Much More

Sugar Grove Family Fun Cen-
ber = ane of the best Hitthe outdoor
fum parl-;h | have sver vistbed,
regionally famous for the having
the mest challenging adult slick
track in America, The Wrangler.

Located in Sugar Grove, lIl,
{west ol Auroral, in eastem Kane
County on Route 47 four miles
south of Interstate B8, Sugar
Grove FFL provides a perfect mis
of atiractions for all age groups.
Foundatons Enterfainment Lin-
versity Llass & took a field trip fo
Sugar Grove where the 50 plus
attendees got the opportunily o
experience the family fun center
and ko pet a behind the scenes tour |:|'| the park owners
and the designer of the park, Peter Olesen, who is also
onie of the five Foundations instiuctors,

The atractiofs al Sugar Grove inclode: Sugar Grove
Speedway, 920 feet with 12 Shaller go-karts; The Wrangler
Adull Slick Track, 480 feet with eight Shaller cars (drivers
lroense I'L‘q1ri!'E"d I, Swanies Burm per Hl'l.l!-\.,t'lghl | r whter
squirting bumper bty (seat= one or twol; Santa Fe Trails
Mini Galf, 3 hole animal themed course by Fairway Golf;
sugar Grove Golf Center and Driving Range. 25 stalls;
WabterWars waterballoon catapult competition; and the
Fun Junction Game and [arty Building, which has 20
coin-operated games and 12 party tables

The owners, Edward L, Parolek, Jr. and his fathsr,
Edward A. Parolek, Sr., expanded the park in 1999 after
purchasing the 44-acve property adjacent to their golf
driving range. This familv story goes all the wav back to
1846 when Ed Sr. was in fifth grade. One dav he was
walking home from school and walking past the com-

munity driving range. He noticed an old man out on the

range picking up goif balls and puthing them mio a lange
bag. Ed just went out into the feld and starting picking
up the golf balls and handing them to the man. The next
thing Ed rernembers i= he is being picked wp in the air by
the back of his shirt calor by a government official who
was enforcing the then very strict child labor laws. In
those days the authedbes didn®t want any children
working (especially 10 vear olds) as jobs were hard to
come by, Very scared and shaken, Ed was askied what he
doing. His quivering reply was “1 am just helping my
grandfather pick up godf balls,” The young officer then
azked, “So this man is your grandfather?”
"Wes sir” as the older man just stood there nodding his
head. The officer then put voung Ed down and walked
oft. The old man was very impressed and told Ed that
he gave the official the “right answer™ and offered Ed a
jobs forr 50 cents a day to pick up golf balls. Ed and men-
tor Irv di."l'l."]l.'ll.'lE‘d a fine r|'].|‘|1|1|1\|'|:rl and Ed ended up
basying the golf driving range from Lrv several vears lafer
atter he got his official working papers and had picked

Ed rephied



up several million gobf balls

The storv rolls forward to 1987 when Ed |r. staried
dreaming about putting a Fun Center on the adjacent
property. “Now all | had to do was to convince my dad
that it was a pood idea, because 1 needed hais support,”
=aid Ed Jr. " And it teok almost 10 vears!”

Ed Ir confinues “We had no idea it would ke two
vears betore construction would begin. We had already
vizited several trade shows and were fucky to find Peter
E Olesen and Associates bo help us with the project. The
plans were changed several times. We added an Aduli
Slick Track that was not anticipated al the beginning.
Once construction began, our cost to build numbers,
thanks ko Pete's complete specs, came in as expected ”

The W rangh-r {5 billed as Mlinads" fisd slick road
course, but it alse has the distinction of being the world's
first elevated slick back. This concepl Wik the bradn-
child of Odesen, whe Agured out the proper horizontal
and verbical grade components, while mamtaning coem-
plr'l!r- aafedy for the fders. Fd Se h_-lju!lrhi: ".'l.-1an:|.' EXper-
enced track owners and karters have commented that
this slick frack s the most challenging track they've driv-

o1l because of the ;'|u!|t-n|!;|- of I.‘II'I'I.'II'IE_ on # sairface thad

equates to driving on ice and the printed nesults, which
show how they did "
seven laps around the track sith thee first lap being their

Each nider is timed for each of

pr.l.-:'hu = I“'F' Fach face resiilt Beket idenibfies the ind-

vidual lap times to the thousandth of a second, finishing
postbHon m the race heat, the avETARE |.|p Hime (i Laps|
and akso lists track lap record and fasiest lap of the day.

A pood tme w30 seconds, with mest novices taking
Lip by 45 secands thal |:|-|.|..J:.|:|.' include d -.-.ar.||.1|t- of 3k aiid
18 along the way, The track record i 20087 seconds
andd orw of the FEU Class & hit 23545, To quaete Olesen,
"You have to drive it fo appreciate it 1'm stll frustrabed
and challenged every time | drive it I'll keep coming
back, even ﬂmul;h I kw11 ever |.III'I1F|!.1;'|-|,‘II, rmaster 1§
It's are of our rophy projects.” There is also & Wednes-
day night go-kart league that has drawn members from
Mimsis, Indiana and Wesconsin, The cost of the Shck
Track is %6 per race and Hwere is @ high percentage of
repeat business, as riders want to improve their lap imes.

The OH)-Fownl Fug&r L_nnl'n_-' Fpﬂ'dn A rl.u.d I.'r..'u.'k. :.1|-|.1
designed by Olesen) may take second place as a draw
attraction, but generates bwice the evenue as te number
one draw Slick Track. The reason for this is that vou muss
have a valid driver’s license to ride the Shick Track and
almest all of the Shick Track niders also emjey themselves
on the Road Track. The price per ride is the same af 56,
After fve vears there ane no cracks on the track surfaces
and the barrier rail Syslem loaks like new, The Shaller
car= are alse in great condition, which is tesiimony o the

safety record of thes professsonally desigred track,

When asked to comment on the sucoess of the
bumper boais, Clesen gave a quich asessment: “Hwa-
nies bumper boat pond is another jewel in the attraction
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min. The battery power bumper boats were designed
wsing fiberglass walls and a water treatment and filber
sysbern fo pros wle ¢lear, clean water, The pond attracts
riders of all ages who enjoy squirting each other. 1t is an
impulse attraction that fares far better when teamed
with miniature golt and concession go-kars.” Even in
40-degree temperatures in February, the Foundations
altendees and some of the -r\rr'.l.Lvl'r\- I!|1|1n:ml;|1|.l. ey
this attraction

It Santa Fe Trails mindatune golf course fits in por-
fectly with the attraction mix, [ sac |'|.|||r|1g||1p; p|.1.l.1'|:-
course themied in the old west sivle ir.,|||._1:||'|i,-l Boos-Hill
gravestones, an old covered wagon, sculptured desert
rocks, and animal themes. The 36-hole course was
Ijt‘.nl:gh!‘d by Olleen 0 cooperation with mini-golf sup
plier Fairway Ceolf

WaterWars was i greal clhwsice for a =eoond waler-ori-
erlesd atbraction that I.I:-'-l.ldqlq. for a fraendly .1uep!.1ilh=
widy b have fun soaking friends and [ or Bamily members
an warm summer davs, or @ven on cold days for the
adventurous ypes

The 25-stall golf driving range is 2 major component
af the !'ll.l;.lr Lo Galf Cenvter, The Pamlek's H'-'Il back-
pround is evident as the center offers golf bessons,,
unlimited godi clinics for 599, one-dav club regripping
and clilb Fepairs Ylany vistbirs b Ehi all drving range
returi with thear families and Freends (o emoy the adja
cemul tamily B Ceivler

e relaned and fnendly stmospherne created by the
sl at Suppar lerove Famaly Fun Cenber confeiices o
abtract teturm vistts (nosm their loval guests a= well as
attracting new gursks a5 their repuifation grows

Fach vear the facilily |"-F'-.||'L|- ils group evenl and
birthday party capabilites. Curmently Sugar Larove o
averaging 40 barthday parties per week and have accom-
misdaled school groups, the largest <0 far being 175

Sugar Larove Family Fun Denler 15 a very wel
disigniad small outdoos park that Galers 6 the entbire
Lamily, The Parmlek famialy, in |||_‘||I|_' Wirs lefinaber
Parobek and yvear-old daughter Anpabelle (who has just
taken her first goll cart nide and 1= already F‘..LII'-:_'| U
goli balls) are o be congratulated for aperiting and
maintEning & great iy fun park that 1= an mlegra
it il the comimianily, #
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